
a wide range of activities for the chil-
dren.  The two classrooms were set up 
complete with computer labs with Inter-
net access.  Computers were provided 
for parents to use as well.  Nottoway 
and Dinwiddie school divisions were 
wonderful and helping to set up this 
facility.   
              I was so excited to be a part of 
this project and to represent school li-
braries and technology.  I like many 
others are on ‘call’ for arrival of our 
Gulf Coast neighbors.  I will keep you 
posted as I learn more. 

Talk about adjusting the sails!  
Last Wednesday morning, we at DOE 
learned that we would be establishing 
an educational support program at Ft. 
Pickett and assist with the arrival of 
people from the hurricane damaged 
Gulf Coast area.  We were told to ex-
pect them to arrive by Friday evening or 
early Saturday morning.  On Thursday 
morning we were told to be ready by 
Thursday evening.  Friday morning 
brought news of an additional delay.  
But we were ready and are now in a 
holding pattern because of a new hurri-
cane threat.  

 It was the most incredible, 
exciting, and emotional experience. 
Once it was announced that supplies 
would be needed to set up the class-
rooms the response was overwhelming.  
Your response to my request for book 
titles was fast and furious.  I will be 
posting a hit on the listserv so that we 
can all benefit from the findings.      

State agencies and their em-
ployees from around the state estab-
lished a ‘one-stop’ experience for those 
who would be in need of assistance.  
Every imaginable state agency from 
Housing and Urban Development to the 
Division of Motor Vehicles and multi-
ple health agencies were set up at Ft. 
Pickett to provide the refugees with ac-
cess to information that would enable 
them to begin a new life either here in 
Virginia or elsewhere.    

Each child who visits the DOE 
welcome center will receive a book and 
a stuffed animal.  Classroom libraries 
and game centers were set up to provide 
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Katrina Resources 

            Hurricane Katrina and its aftermath is a 
major, ongoing, historical event. We know that 
this event is impacting everyone in the United 
States, especially, our students. The enormity of 
this event has overwhelmed everyone – from our 
highest government officials, to state and local 
government officials, organizations providing as-
sistance (such as the American Red Cross and the 
Salvation Army), the reporters covering the sto-
ries, the victims, and all the citizens of this coun-
try. The impact is physical, emotional, political 
and financial.  
            This event will have far-reaching impact 
on all the citizens of the United States. It will im-
pact every facet of our lives. There will be mental 
health issues for our students due to their feelings 
about what is happening now and to the financial 
stresses we all will feel. Classrooms will have 
even greater stresses as we incorporate the thou-
sands of displaced students into our already over-
crowded schools and classrooms. At least 400,000 
have lost their jobs – the places they worked no 
longer exist. Many have lost their homes.  
How do we help our students deal with this catas-
trophic event? How can we help them avoid or 
overcome the overwhelming sense of powerless-
ness that so many are experiencing? What can our 
students do to help?  
• PowerPoint brainstorming ideas for this unit.  
Sample concept-map brainstorming ideas for this 
unit. 
• Critical Attributes of a 21st century curricu-

lum. 
• Content Standards for this unit. 
• Big Questions - these are the questions the 

students seek to answer through their explora-
tion and research. This exploration leads them 
into the disciplines (content standards and 
skills) which they require in order to answer 
the questions. 

• Service-Learning Projects for Hurricane 

Katrina Victims - these may be adapted to 
your particular situation, and may be the ve-
hicle for delivering the curriculum in the 
regular school day, or may be used as an Af-
ter-School Program. 

• Survival - disaster preparedness. 
 
Resources provided by: 
http://www.21stcenturyschools.com/
hurricane_Katrina_Unit.htm 
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Additional Resources  
 

Linking Libraries Update 

As a result of all the wonderful suggestions that 
were made this summer, changes have been made in the 
Tracker portion of the Linking Libraries project.  Recogniz-
ing that you provide differing levels of support, columns 
have been added for you to enter the type of support you 
have provided.  For example, enter ‘R’ for reinforcing les-
sons that began in the classroom; ‘C’ for a collaboratively 
planned lesson; and an ‘S’ if you provided resources for the 
teacher to use.   Of course, you can create your own indica-
tors.   Directions for using the Tracker will also be posted 
on the web. 

Another suggestion was to expand the scope and 
sequence file to include additional and detailed information.  
There are now multiple sheets in the database.   

a.  a sheet with the core content SOL aligned to the 
national information literacy standards, 

b.  a sheet with the core content SOL aligned to the 
computer/technology standards of learning, 

c.  a sheet with the core content SOL aligned to the 
state technology plan, and  

d.  a sheet with the core content SOL that can be 
taught at each grade level 

As per your request the full text of the SOL, information 

literacy standard or the technology connection is included in 
addition to the numbering system.   
              These changes along with the corrected lesson plan 
template should be posted on the web in the next few 
weeks.  
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              Is your life so busy you’re wondering how you are going to find time to read more, especially when 
it’s just for ‘pleasure’? Having trouble justifying it, even to yourself? Leisure activities like reading are often 
the things that slide when life goes into overdrive. And that’s sad because it’s an activity that can make life 
richer and more enjoyable. 
A lot has been written about the benefits of reading for and to children. However, there is very little about the 
benefits to adults in engaging in regular reading. Let me assure you that the benefits for adults do exist and are 
many and varied. 
Some of these include: 
1. Providing an escape from the day-to-day 
Fiction is a great way to take a quick immediate break, to be instantly transported into another world. Today 
you could be in America, in the deep south with Alice Walker’s ‘The Colour Purple’, tomorrow in the Austra-
lian bush with Tim Winton’s ‘Dirt Music’, next week in downtown London with Helen Fielding’s ‘Bridget 
Jones Diary’ and next month in Ireland with Jim O’Neill’s ‘At Swim, Two Boys’. There is no limit to the 
places fiction can take you. 
2. Relaxation 
There is something about stopping to focus on words arranged for our reading pleasure that is instantly relax-
ing. Maybe it’s staying still, something that doesn’t seem to happen often enough. Maybe it’s knowing that we 
are stepping into a secret world that we have to relax enough to enter. Then there is the words themselves. The 
beauty and rhythm of language has the ability to calm and relax us. 
3. Stress relief 
Taking your mind off your own problems, even for a few minutes, can have a therapeutic effect and be a 
timely circuit breaker. This is so effective that the National Health System in the United Kingdom has intro-
duced a ‘Reading and You Scheme’. The scheme encourages mental health patients to read more as part of 
their therapy for reducing stress and overcoming anxiety, depression and social isolation. 
4. Stimulates the right side of your brain 
Reading opens your mind to new possibilities. It stretches your imagination in new and wonderful directions 
and takes your mind on a wonderful journey through others’ lives. What would you do if you were Jo Becker 
in ‘While I Was Gone’ by Sue Miller? Would you tell your husband and three daughters about a grisly crime 
that happened when you were a university student? Or would you try to pretend it never happened? 
5. Entertaining 
Fiction is capable of provoking many and varied emotional responses – it can make you laugh out loud, it can 
make tears spill onto the page, it can be edge-of-the seat terrifying, it can make you blush with embarrassment, 
it can challenge your core beliefs. There is a world of emotion in every story and you as the reader get to be 
part of it. 
6. Enjoyable 
Reading is a deeply satisfying pursuit. The expression ‘curling up with a book’ evokes a warm and cosy image 
and feels luxurious if you don’t get to do it often. 
7. Rejuvenating 
Reading is an easy and quick way to nourish your soul because it is for the most part a solitary pursuit. And 
being alone, or at least alone in your thoughts, on a regular basis is crucial to maintaining a sense of self. As 
I’m sure you know, it’s easier to give to others when you feel fulfilled and your needs are met. Even just a few 
minutes of reading can keep you going throughout the day. Of course, you know you’ve read something spe-
cial when you find your thoughts continually re-visiting it. 
Reading is like exercising – mental and physical benefits flow from a regular routine. 
So don’t feel guilty about taking time out to read. Its good for you! 
 
Jill Brennan, an experienced writer, editor and mother of 2 young boys, created espresso Fiction to help time-
poor fiction lovers get a regular hit of quality fiction that they could read in 15 minutes or less and still feel 
satisfied. To learn more about getting great fiction home delivered, go to http://www.fastfoodforyourmind.com 
Article Source: http://EzineArticles.com/ 

Set Sail For Reading We can not control the wind, but we can adjust the 
sails. 


